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. PRESIDENT'S LETTER

The European conference is almost upon us and we can look forward to a
very enlightening and interesting four days. We are sure to enjoy the
fellowship of our colleagues across the Channel as well as those from
North America, Let us take this opportunity to show them every hospit-
ality and make them really feel welcome.

We are constantly striving towards public and legal recognition. In
the process we are going to come under close and critical survey. How
are we and our practices going to stand up to the scrutiny of someone
looking for things to criticise? -

There are very many aspects to this problem, Most relate to our
professional policy e.g. are we agreed on the definition of Chiropractice,
is the use of X~ray an essential part of our work and, if so, what about
those of us who do not use it, what is the scope of our practice = do we
claim too much or too little and so on, But some relate to our profes-
sional conduct and insufficient attention to these reflects adversely on
our claims to be professionally 'mature' enough for recognition, I should
like to comment on some of these latter aspects.

Firstly our physical plant. Some of our members can rightly claim to
have some of the best equipped and modern private clinics for treating the
sick in this oountry. But there are others where the standard leaves
much to be desired, The patients first impression is importeant, Does
your waiting room impress people favourably? Is it bright and comfortable
or do the chairs need recovering, the curtains cleaning, the carpet renew-
ing or the walls redecorating? Look at it, How long is it since these
things were done? What was adequate 10 years ago will now need replacing.

Second impressions are more iwmportant. Are we presentable?

Personal appearance is of paramount importance. A clean clinic jacket or
well pressed suit, cut and tidy hair, clean hands and fingernails are all
things we know we must have but do we - always? Then there is our office.
-We must keep our equipment up to date. Here again, it eventually wears
out, even hylo tables. Some of those recently acquired by the Associa=
tion from dead or retired practitioners were in a deplorable’condition.
Look’ at yours, Does it need re-upholstering or repainting? If it
hesn't been.done for 10 years or more it almost assuredly docs. = Mine
docse - All our furnishings and equipment have depreciation written off @
then on our balance sheets every year. But this is not a paper wangle to
réduce our income tax, it is a plain fact and every year some piece of
ocquipment of furnishing needs renewing or repairinge = Don't lecave these
.until a patient trips over that hole in the carpet or falls through a
chaire These things reflect on all of us as a profession and not just on
the individual chiropractor., - Keep everything spick and span = it will
help Chiropractic and pay dividends financially.

Finally, a word on the subject of fees, I think we are all agreed
that one cannot put a price on the value of an adjustment. What we
charge, therefore, depends on how we value our-services and this must




depend upon the service we give., Are we specialists and so charge .
specialists' fees? I feel we are not specialists any more than the
dental surgeon is, We are general practitioners in our own field of
healing, We nust, therefore, charge accordingly. Not too much for
people to feel we have an exaggerated opinion of our own capabilities and
not so little that people rate our services with that of their hairdresses
or chiropodist, We are doctors and should be paid a fee that befits our
professional education. Where 7/6d. or half a guinea were appropriate
20 years ago, anything less than twice this is not appropriate now. Let
us not demean ourselves and our profession in the eye of the public by
putting too low a price on the value of our services,

So, however long or short a time we have been in practice, it is good
to look round occasionally and see where improvements can be made. Self
criticism should come before oriticism of others. Let us make Chiro-
practice a profession to be proud of.

EDITORIAL

In this year of 1964 the Chiropractic profession in Britain seems to
be poised to make an important step forward after many years of marking
time. Of course I refer to the College that is getting more and more a
reality rather than a dream.

Our profession in Britain cannot afford to mark time much longer,
almost daily we seem to be reminded that in numbers and publicity we lag
very badly behind the other branches of- the healing arts. The reason
for this was never more beautifully put than it was when Shakespeére wrote
nearly 400 years ago, "The reason, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but
in ourselves"™, : W

Again there has been a notable lack of technical contributions from
our membership, although I am sure there is much to be gained from-careful
consideration of the Chiropractic Quiz submitted by Mr. Nigel Geoding, D.C.
By an interesting route the article on Hiccups reaches our Journal:this
issue. Initially it appeared in the British Med. Journal in 1963, then
it was reprinted by the Medical Digest in February 1964, the American
Chiropractic Assoc, Journal in April 1964, and returns to us in May 1964,
"a little snow tumbled about, anon becomes a mountain®. Jim Skinner

HON, SECRETARY'S NOTES

Since the last issue of the Journal two new members - Miss Louise C,
Le Bosse and Mr. Paul John Walton = have been accepted by the Executive,
Miss Le Bosse is assisting Miss Spurr and will also have a place of her
own while Mri Walton is assisting Mr. end Mrs. Bennett. We hope to see




HON., SECRETARY'S NOTES continued

both at Bournemouth.

All is set for the A.G.M. on May 16th and the E.C.U. Convention on the
following three days. Mr. Beech has done an enormous job of organisation
for these events and if everybody in the Association will only come along
and give their support by their presence and in any other way they are
asked then these two functions will be the success we hope. It is very
important to remember we are on show to European Chiropractors and we hope
they will go away convinced of the good health of Chiropractice in the
British Isles,

The AeG¢M, will be held in the Municipal College Auditorium at nine=-
thirtye.

As the Europeans will be travelling "light" it is requested that B.C.A.
nembers wear lounge suits as the Banquet on May 419th.

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

REPORT AT EXECUTIVE - APRIL 19th 1964

Acting under instructions given to me, I as Chairmen of the above
Committee arranged a meeting at the House of Commons on February 411th 196k,
The following were members of the deputation: D. Bennett, E, Bennett,

P, Balhatchet, L. Wight, R, Rice, R, Beech and myself, We met Sir Frank
Markham, M.P, and Mr. Arthur Jones, M.P. Unfortunately Mrs, McLaughlin,
MeP. was unable to be present, The upshot of the meeting was that the
memorapdum which I had prepared was too comprehensive and lengthy to be

_absorbable by those who had to peruse it and I was advised to present ea
-summary of it together with an explanatory letter which would be submitted

to Hr, Bernard Braine at the Ministry of Health.

I therefore prepared a document as suggested and sent copies to our
l.Ps. Correspondence ensued between Sir Frank Merkham and Mr., Bernard
Braine and the latter suggestcd that the B.C.,A. should approasch the
Registrar to the Council for Professions Supplementary to Medicine.

Your President and I were not happy about this suggestion and I intimated
this to Sir Frank. He understood our disquiet, but gave it as his
opinion that though this approach was not whet we had hoped for, we had
better go along with it as an earnest indication of our intention to be
co~operative, He said that if we declined to explore the Minister's
suggestion he might feel less inclined to help us further, If the
approach to the Professions Supplementary to Medicine answered our
requirements, all well and good, but, if not, at least we hed proven to
the Minister that we had shown willing. We would then be free to go
straight to the Minister himself. ’

As a result of this the Executive instructed me to wrlte to the
Registrar of the Council for the Professions Supplementary to Medicine and
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ask him to receive a deputation. { :

Sir Frank Markham has told me that he has spoken to Mr. Antony
Greenwood, M.Pe and that he has promised his support to Chiropractic
Legislation,

The letter sent to Sir Frank Markham M.P. on 48th February 1964,
Dear Frank, '

As you and Mr. Arthur Jones, M.P. know, I am desirous, on behslf of
the British Chiropractors' Association, to put their case for legal
registration. As the present Chairman of the Legislation Committee of
the British Chiropractors! Association, I would be most grateful for your
help. Would you be good enough to see Mr. Bernard Braine and ask him if
he would receive a deputation from our Association to disouss our problem
and also to give us advice on the steps to be taken to further our case?

Chiropractice today stands second only to medicine in the number of
its qualified and legally registered practitioners throughout the world
and though its members are small in this country it is wrong that Great
Britain should be backward compared with other countries. In the United
States alone there are 25,000 qualified State Board registered Chiroprac-
tors who attend 30,000,000 patients, and to whom 2,000,000 new patients go
each year. In New Zealand there is a Chiropractors Act (No. 423 of 1960).
Chiropractice is recognised in Canada, Switzerland, Australisa, Greece and
Mexico. ‘

. Our Association feels therefore that our case is one worthy of consid-
eration and one that should be brought before the attention of our legis~
lators in the interest of the public. I enclose a sunmary of oupr
contentions. They are eleven in number and any one of them oan be’
elaborated in irrefutable proof.

The Association is most grateful to you for the interest you have
shown and I would like to add my personal appreciation.

Yours very sincerely,
PAUL JAY
Chairman Legislation Committee

The following is the Enclosure sent in the letter to Sir Frenk
Markhame. i
The British Chiropractors Association contends as followsi=

1+ That Chiropractice is a philosophy, science and art of healing quite
unique, separate and distinct from medicine. ‘

2, That it is universally accepted by legislators that control of profes-
sions, especially those pertaining to the health of the public, is
essential and that the public is entitled to protection, '

3¢ That freedom of ohoice in the matter of health services is the funda-
mental right of the individual, but that this fresdom can be safeguarded




LEGISLATION COMMITTEE contxnued

only through autonomous control of the profession concerned.

L4, That there is considerable and substantial public demand for control=-
led Chiropractic health services,

S5e That statutory recognition of Chiropractice elsewhere in the world is
extensive and widespread in countries which stand in the forefront of
scientific development.

6. That publioc recognition through insurance companies, workmen's com-
pensation boards, roilway retirement boards, commerce end industry,
medical aid societies, siock funds, sick insurance schemes and millions
of private patients throughout the world is immense,
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7« That Chiropractic academic training is thorough and of a high profes=-
sional standerd comparing favourably with medical training.

8. ‘That the oconcepts and principles of Chiropractice have been substanti-
atod by a vast number of medical authorities all over the world.

9. That Chlropractors are trained in all methods of modern scientific
diagnosis, and their training enables them to refer cases unsuitable
to manlpulatzon to the appropricte sphere of the healing art.

104 That co=operation between medicine and Chiropractic is more desirable
and would be of great advantage to the patient, but that Chiropractors
alone cannot force this issue with an unwilling medical profession,

41. That we are nble to advance many varied, sound and valid reasons why
Chlropraotors in Great Britain should be granted autonomous control
of their own profession,

CHIROPRACTIC PUBLICATIONS APPROVAL COMMITTEE REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1963/64

The nature of the work of this Committee has evolved lergely into a
one=man job in so far as much that developed during the course of the year
has necessitated an individual approach needing immediate attention, often
in oclose colloboration with B,C.As Secretary in providing information or
corrcctions, queries and requests that have come in concerning our worke
One particular instance which involved a great deal of time end effort was
a long series of letters and finally an article, prepared for the student
editors of "Snokes Alive" the Journal of the Belfast Medical Schoole.
Details of this are given later.

Hore recently a request came in from a Dr. Birch, F.R.C.Se, of Enfield,
Middlesex, requesting information on our work and a list of books of
refercnce for a talk he was giving to post-gradmate students from overseas.
A satisfactory reply, from our point of view, was sent, enclosing a copy
of the article published in Bolfast students' medical Journal and the 5
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titles of "Medicine and Chiropractic" by C, W. Weiant, Swiss Annals 1961,
and "Fringe Medicine® by Brian Inglis. 1In respect of the former two
volumes, we were able to refer him to Lewis's of Gower Street, Welloome
Medical Library and Royal College of Surgeons Medical Library, where they
are available.

PUBLICATIONS

The 2nd edition of "Chiropractic Adjustment® has successfully been
completed wherein a total of 25,000 copies were printed.. Because of this
quantity, the price was considerably reduced. It is disappointing how-
ever, that only about 25% of our members have availed themselves of this
publication. It would appear from this that members are divided into two
groups in respect of literature, (a) those who are highly appreciative of
the layout end restricted claims of chiropractice in this booklet, and (b)
those who are dissatisfied with this type of publication possibly because
it does not dramatise nor exaggerate the value of our work, nor-contain
the older pseudo chiropractic philosophy.

With regard to future publications one must not nevertheless lose
sight of the viewpoints of members., Personally I feel that we should
adhere strictly to factual data, although obviously our members are by no
neans unanimous over this. Because of this evident uncertainty, I have
not pressed ahead with further planned publications at this moment as I
had originelly intended. Lack of time, personally to devote to this
development, has also been a factor, :

BOOK - AND TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS

Apart from the preparation of personal manuscripts in respect of a book
on the History of Manipulation and another on Curvatures, I was agéiﬁ
invited by thé Editors of 'the ‘Swiss Annals to submit a technical paper.
This I have done under the title of "“The Short Leg Syndrome", ° In addition
a dossier of factual data and case histories was prepared and submitted to
Mrs Paul Jey in the anticipation that it might prove useful in his Parlia-
mentary campaigne &

In respect of Brian Inglis's "Fringe Medicine® it is possible that the
favourable coverage of Chiropractice in this compendium of unorthodox
practice was in some small part influenced by a personal interview with
the author last May, in company with Mr, Neill Ashton. , ‘

The conclusion of the year's work emphasises most clearly the vital
necessity of maintaining an active department whereby all publications and
statements relating to Chiropractice in this country are vetted- and
supervised from one central clearing house, working in close @ollaboration
with the B.C.A. Executive and other sub-Committees. ,

April 1964 ’ ) Re A, -BEECH, Chairman




A SUMMARY concerning correspondence, an interviow, and the publication of
articles on ®UNORTHODOX MEDICINE" including Chiropractice,  that eventually
appeared in the Journal of Belfast Medical School in April 1964, -

In December last, Messrs, O'Hara end Paisley the student Editors of
"Snekes Alive®, the Journal of the Belfast Medical School, contacted Mr.
Brownrigg, B«C.A. Secretary, saying they were interested in our work and
would like to interview him so as to write upon Chiropractice. Upon the
advice of CePeA.C, Chairman, Mr, Brownrigg sent the Editors Dr. Weiant's
book "Medicine and Chiropractic®™, Swiss Annals 1961, National College
brochurc and the leaflet "Chiropractic Adjustment“, pointing out that
fron that literature a fair assessment of our work could be formed. The
student editors nevertheless preossed for an interview and eventually this
took place with Mr. and Mrs. Brownrigg and lasted ebout two hours. At a
later date the editod version of the interview was returned to Mre
Brownrigg who, being dissatisfied with it, sent it to C.P.A.C, Chaoirman
for appraisal. This led to a lengthy interchange of corraspondence
between Mr, Beech and Messrs, O'Hara and Paisley. Mr. Beech wrote that
the interview was "a hash of misrepresentation aond half-truths"e. The
Editors replied that the mein object was to form an opinion as far as
possible "how far each of the unorthodox practices was acceptable in terms
of medical grounds to medical people. Thus if Chiropractice would stand
Up to seientific analysis it would be entirely accoptable®. It becenme
evidont that other unorthodox practitioners were being interviewed and
that there wos a stondard questionnaire involved. Eventually the Editors
sent Mr. Beech this questionnaire and asked for brief and specific replies
not exgeeding 2,500 words. '

This article written by Mr, Beech was eventually published in "Snakes
Alive®" and will be aveilable to members at E.C.U, Conferences It
represents a very fair assessment of our work.

The other practitionors who apparently accopted the Editors! version
of the interview, each were given doubtful or even derogatory publicity.
Of these, tho osteopath and homeopath fered best of alle. Following are
extracts taken from some of these articles:- )

ACUPUNCTURE

OtHara: Do I understand you to say that you treat all conditions like
this?

Acupuncturalistz Oh yos. We remove the causes of pain you see.

Paisley: What about conditions that don't involve much pain?

Koupuncturqlist: All our patients have pain.

Paisley: What else did you study?
Acupuncturalist: We had to do quite a lot of enatomy, also massage. We







